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near Abingdon, in Harford county, there .are extensive de-

P sites prmcnpally of that variety _c?]led in the art Broun.

Y RESN which iz of the best C“ii?.ziij. AionRZg Bush riverin the
sa'me covntv the best quality of Hone- -ore 15 raised. This
lui-er va-iety is a wixiure of carbonuie and ozide of iron,
an’s is si a1 to plOdllLe the best foundry iron. Hone-ore,
s_feucl.m‘. ’ wuua a more \aluabm metal for (,dsunLN' while
the Brown-ores, furnish the best forge-pigs. The furnace
of Bush creek is in part fed with these ores. Others, with
which it is supplied from the upper part of Harford coun-
ty,.will be described hereafter, but it may be proper to men-
tina here, that associated with what is obtained from Bush
ri-er, there is a mineral, apparently a ferruginous Jasper,
wuich by £ Jme "iron-masters has been termed Flint-ore.
This is not an ore of iron; but on the contrary is a perni:

ciots artlcle when suffered to go into the fumace.
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this section of the State of Maryland. , There are doubt-
less others a1’ equal extent and value; and it is known that
ores of inferior quality, but answering admirably when
wixed with the richer relractory ores, also abound, Itis
not deemed necessary to specify these at present.
Besides all 'of these, however, which have just been
briefly describ.ed as belonging more immediately to the

Tertiary formation; there is found in its upper limits among

the errativ "1’1;.”?:’1! a.ith whic ‘h 1t is dtzan-vqfnr‘ anl ocour-
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ring very often in very large masses,; another vmety de-
scribed numc.alo"xmll) as Hematitic brown cxide of iron,
The forged iron from this ore is commonly found to be
hard, very malleable, and has been used to furnish steel. It

was formerly worked at the furnace ‘known as Ridgely’s

furnace on the Falls of the Great Gunpowder.

The whole amount of iron nroduced annually in the
state of Maryland has been estimated at 5300 tons—valu-
ed at about £400,000; and it is thought that one half at
least of this quantity is derived from the sources which
have so far been enumeraied.

From all these considerations the undersigned are of
opinion, that ‘further researches into the mineral constitu-
tion of the portion of our state which they have so far pas-
sed in review, cannot fail to bring to hght new sources of
weaith, as well as to extend the operallon of those that are
already known; whilst they remain persuaded that where
S0 many ’m“(‘rf'i'}t intcrests are \hb‘:tlﬁtll, great end jast-
1ng benefits must accrue o the community at large.

The undersigned will now proceed to state the results of
their observations on other parts of the state.




